
Nebraska State Capitol 
Memorial Chamber and 

Observation Decks 
The tower is closed during the final phase of the 

Heating Ventilation Air Conditioning and Window 
Repair project to ensure public safety and the 

safety and efficiency of the contractors. 



The Memorial 
Chamber sits 
on top of the 
office tower of 
the Nebraska 
State Capitol. 
The domed 
chamber 
memorializes 
public service.



The tower elevators 
were part of the original 
Capitol’s construction 
from 1922-1932. The 
interiors were rebuilt in a 
1980 upgrade copying 
the original cab design of 
geometric patterns in 
walnut wood. The 
mechanical 
components were 
upgraded in a 2014 
Elevator Project which 
also returned the 
original style elevator 
floor indicator dials.  



The walnut wood paneled interior of the elevator cab features 
inlaid geometric patterns of ebony and maple. Ventilation is 
provided by bronze grills high in the cab. The floor call panel is 
modeled on the original bronze panel but modernized for the new 
electronic operation. 



The elevator opens into 
an eight-sided vestibule 
on the 14th floor with the  
walls and ceiling of 
yellow Kasota stone 
and a floor of Graymole
marble. From this 
vestibule, doors open 
onto the observation 
decks for views of the 
city, and halls beside 
and behind the elevator 
lead to the interior 
Memorial Chamber. The 
geometric bronze grilles 
in the vestibule cover 
radiators which heat the 
space in winter and 
reflect the Art Deco 
design of the 14th floor 
area. 



The elevator vestibule is lit with 
windows and a decorative lamp at 
the top of the stepped turret.  



The bronze lamps with decorative enamel inlay in the elevator turrets feature corn and 
wheat motifs. The lamps are very different from the lamps and chandeliers on the 
Capitol’s lower levels. The lamps and architectural details on 14th floor reflect Art Deco 
design popular as the Capitol was being completed in the late 1920’s and early 1930’s. 





Looking west from the tower 



Looking south from the tower



Looking east from the tower



Looking north from the tower



A narrow corridor leads 
around the elevator into the 
Memorial Chamber. The 
four doors opening into the 
chamber are framed with  
faceted Belgian black 
marble. A first view reveals 
the patterned  black and 
gray marble floor. The walls 
of the chamber are panels 
of black marble to enhance 
the dignity of the chamber, 
and eight murals hang 
under tall amber glass 
windows. The pale blue tile 
dome represents the 
evening sky, and the 
chandelier is the evening 
star as shines at dusk.





The bronze and enamel 
chandelier in the Memorial 
Chamber was designed as a 
star. The shape of each star, 
the larger with the thistle motif 
and the smaller with the corn 
motif, was formed from two 
interlocking tetrahedrons. 





The Memorial 
Chamber is 
decorated with 
black marble to 
emphasize the  
solemn nature of 
service in civic 
and military 
struggles. The 
Belgian black
marble of the 
door casings is 
used as a border 
around the 
Verde Antique 
marble wall 
panels and the 
Porto Oro 
pilasters that 
rise between the 
8 murals to the 
dome of the 
chamber.    





Three plaques 
commemorating service and 
selfless sacrifice hang in the 
Memorial Chamber. All three 
remind us the sacrifices of 
those who have served in the 
military. Abraham Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg Address was 
delivered November 19, 1865, 
and the original Memorial Day 
Order of May 5, 1868, was 
signed by John A. Logan, 
Commander in Chief of the 
Grand Army of the Republic. A 
final plaque identifies those 
Nebraskans who have 
received the Congressional 
Medal of Honor. 







The eight murals in the Memorial Chamber 
represent citizens in service of others. Omaha 
artist Stephen Roberts’ murals portraying 
Nebraskans in military and civic service were 
added to the Capitol in 1996. 



Self-determination



Freedom



International Law



Universal Peace



Poverty



Fire



Environmental Disaster 



Epidemic
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